THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973, AS AMENDED

THIS VERSION OF THE REHABILITATION ACT WAS
DEVELOPED BY STAFF OF THE REHABILITATION SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION. WHILE UNOFFICIAL, IT IS JUDGED TO
ACCURATELY REFLECT THE STATUTORY PROVISIONS OF
THE ACT AS AMENDED. IT INCORPORATES THE 1998
AMENDMENTS TO THE ACT; THE CHANGES REQUIRED BY
THE TECHNOLOGY-RELATED ASSISTANCE FOR
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES ACT AMENDMENTS OF
1994; THE IMPROVING AMERICA'S SCHOOLS ACT; THE
FEDERAL REPORTS ELIMINATION AND SUNSET ACT; THE
READING EXCELLENCE ACT; THE CARL D. PERKINS
VOCATIONAL AND APPLIED TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION
ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1998; THE TECHNOLOGY
ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1998; AND THE DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES ASSISTANCE AND BILL OF RIGHTS ACT OF
2000.

REHABILITATION SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCA TION
WASHINGTON, DC

1/18/01 VERSION



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents

Sec. 2. Findings; purpose; policy

Sec. 3. Rehabilitation Services Administration
Sec. 4. Advance funding

Sec. 5. Joint funding

Sec. 7. Definitions

Sec. 8. Allotment percentage

Sec. 10. Nonduplication

Sec. 11. Application of other laws

Sec. 12. Administration of the Act

Sec. 13. Reports

Sec. 14. Evaluation

Sec. 15. Information clearinghouse

Sec. 16. Transfer of funds

Sec. 17. State administration

Sec. 18. Review of applications

Sec. 19. Carryover

Sec. 20. Client assistance information

Sec. 21. Traditionally underserved populations

**TITLE 1--VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES
Part A--General Provisions

Sec. 100. Declaration of policy; authorization of appropriations

Sec. 101. State plans

Sec. 102. Eligibility and individualized plan for employment

Sec. 103. Vocational rehabilitation services

Sec. 104. Non-Federal share for establishment of program

Sec. 105. State Rehabilitation Council

Sec. 106. Evaluation standards and performance indicators

Sec. 107. Monitoring and review

Sec. 108. Expenditure of certain amounts

Sec. 109. Training of employers on Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990

Part B--Basic Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Sec. 110. State allotments

Sec. 111. Payments to States
Sec. 112. Client assistance program

PAGE

W W -

22
22
23
24
24
25
26
26
26
27
27
28

31
3
57
A\
74
74
82
84
88
88

89
90
92



Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

121.

131.

200.
201.
202.
203.
204.
205.

301.
302.
303.
304.
30s.
306.

400.
401.
402.
403.
404.
405.

501.
502.
503.
504.
505.
506.
507.

Part C-American Indian Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Vocational rehabilitation services grants
Part D—-Vocational Rehabilitation Services Client Information

Data sharing
TITLE 1I--RESEARCH AND TRAINING

Declaration of purpose

Authorization of appropriations

National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research
Interagency Committee

Research and other covered activities

Rehabilitation Research Advisory Council

**TITLE III-PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND
SPECIAL PROJECTS AND DEMONSTRATIONS

Declaration of purpose and competitive basis of grants and contracts
Training

Demonstration and training programs

Migrant and seasonal farmworkers

Recreational programs

Measuring of project outcomes and performance

TITLE IV--NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DISABILITY

Establishment of National Council on Disability
Duties of National Council

Compensation of National Council members
Staff of National Council

Administrative powers of National Council
Authorization of appropriations

TITLE V--RIGHTS AND ADVOCACY

Employment of individuals with disabilities

Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board
Employment under Federal contracts

Nondiscrimination under Federal grants and programs
Remedies and attorneys' fees

Secretarial responsibilities

Interagency Disability Coordinating Council

95

96

98
99
99
105
106
117

119
120
127
136
137
139

140
141

143

143
144
145

146
148
154
155
157
157
158



Sec. 508. Electronic and information technology regulations 159
**Sec. 509. Protection and advocacy of individual rights 163

**TITLE VI-EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

Sec. 601. Short title 170
Part A--Projects With Industry

Sec. 611. Projects with industry 170
Sec. 612. Authorization of appropriations 174

Part B--Supported Employment Services
for Individuals With the Most Significant Disabilities

Sec. 621. Purpose 174
Sec. 622. Allotments 175
Sec. 623. Availability of services 176
Sec. 624. Eligibility 176
Sec. 625. State plan 176
Sec. 626. Restriction 178
Sec. 627. Savings provision 178
Sec. 628. Authorization of appropriations ‘ 178

**TITLE VII--INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES
AND CENTERS FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING

Chapter 1--Individuals With Significant Disabilities

Part A--General Provisions

Sec. 701. Purpose 179
Sec. 702. Definitions 179
Sec. 703. Eligibility for receipt of services 180
Sec. 704. State plan 180
Sec. 705. Statewide Independent Living Council 184
Sec. 706. Responsibilities of the Commissioner 188

Part B-—lndepend'ent Living Services

Sec. 711. Allotments 190
Sec. 712. Payments to States from allotments 192
Sec. 713. Authorized uses of funds 192

Sec. 714. Authorization of appropriations 193



Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

** Provisions of the Act administered by the Rehabilitation Services Administration.

721.
722.

723.

724.
725.
726.
727.

751.
752.
753.

Part C—Centers for Independent Living

Program authorization

Grants to centers for independent living in States in which Federal
funding exceeds State funding

Grants to centers for independent living in States in which State
funding equals or exceeds Federal funding

Centers operated by State agencies

Standards and assurances for centers for independent living
Definitions

Authorization of appropriations

Chapter 2--Independent Living Services
for Older Individuals Who Are Blind

Definition
Program of grants
Authorization of appropriations

193
196

199
204
205
208
208

208
208
214



conclusive for each of the two fiscal years in the period beginning on the October 1 next
succeeding such promulgation.

(3) The term "United States" means (but only for purposes of this subsection) the fifty States and
the District of Columbia.

(b) The population of the several States and of the United States shall be determined on the basis
of the most recent data available, to be furnished by the Department of Commerce by October 1
of the year preceding the fiscal year for which funds are appropriated pursuant to statutory
authorizations.

Nonduplication

Sec. 10. In determining the amount of any State's Federal share of expenditures for planning,
administration, and services incurred by it under a State plan approved in accordance with
section 101, there shall be disregarded--

(1) any portion of such expenditures which are financed by Federal funds provided under any
other provision of law, and

(2) the amount of any non-Federal funds required to be expended as a condition of receipt of
such Federal funds.

No payment may be made from funds provided under one provision of this Act relating to any
cost with respect to which any payment is made under any other provision of this Act, except that
this section shall not be construed to limit or reduce fees for services rendered by community
rehabilitation programs.

Application of Other Laws
Sec. 11. The provisions of the Act of December 5, 1974 (Public Law 93-510) and of title V of the

Act of October 15, 1977 (Public Law 95-134) shall not apply to the administration of the
provisions of this Act or to the administration of any program or activity under this Act.

Administration of the Act
Sec. 12. (a) In carrying out the purposes of this Act, the Commissioner may--
(1) provide consultative services and technical assistance to public or nonprofit private agencies

and organizations, including assistance to enable such agencies and organizations to facilitate -
meaningful and effective participation by individuals with disabilities in workforce investment
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activities;

(2) provide short-term training and technical instruction, including training for the personnel of
community rehabilitation programs, centers for independent living, and other providers of
services (including job coaches);

(3) conduct special projects and demonstrations;

(4) collect, prepare, publish, and disseminate special educational or informational materials,
including reports of the projects for which funds are provided under this Act; and

(5) provide monitoring and conduct evaluations.

(b)(1) In carrying out the duties under this Act, the Commissioner may utilize the services and
facilities of any agency of the Federal Government and of any other public or nonprofit agency or
organization, in accordance with agreements between the Commissioner and the head thereof,
and may pay therefor, in advance or by way of reimbursement, as may be provided in the
agreement.

(2) In carrying out the provisions of this Act, the Commissioner shall appoint such task forces as
may be necessary to collect and disseminate information in order to improve the ability of the
Commissioner to carry out the provisions of this Act.

(¢) The Commissioner may promulgate such regulations as are considered appropriate to carry
out the Commissioner's duties under this Act.

(d) The Secretary shall promulgate regulations regarding the requirements for the implementation
of an order of selection for vocational rehabilitation services under section 101(a)(5)(A) if such
services cannot be provided to all eligible individuals with disabilities who apply for such
services.

(e) Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of the Rehabilitation Act Amendments of
1998, the Secretary shall receive public comment and promulgate regulations to implement the
amendments made by the Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1998.

(f) In promulgating regulations to carry out this Act, the Secretary shall promulgate only

regulations that are necessary to administer and ensure compliance with the specific requirements
of this Act.

(g) There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this section such sums as may be
necessary.

Reports
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Sec. 13. (a) Not later than one hundred and eighty days after the close of each fiscal year, the
Commissioner shall prepare and submit to the President and to the Congress a full and complete
report on the activities carried out under this Act, including the activities and staffing of the
information clearinghouse under section 15. ’

(b) The Commissioner shall collect information to determine whether the purposes of this Act
are being met and to assess the performance of programs carried out under this Act. The
Commissioner shall take whatever action is necessary to assure that the identity of each
individual for which information is supplied under this section is kept confidential, except as
otherwise required by law (including regulation).

(¢) In preparing the report, the Commissioner shall annually collect and include in the report
information based on the information submitted by States in accordance with section 101(a)(10),
including information on administrative costs as required by section 101(a)(10)(D). The
Commissioner shall, to the maximum extent appropriate, include in the report all information
that is required to be submitted in the reports described in section 136(d) of the Workforce
Investment Act of 1998 and that pertains to the employment of individuals with disabilities.

Evaluation

Sec. 14. (a) For the purpose of improving program management and effectiveness, the Secretary,
in consultation with the Commissioner, shall evaluate all the programs authorized by this Act,
their general effectiveness in relation to their cost, their impact on related programs, and their
structure and mechanisms for delivery of services, using appropriate methodology and evaluative
research designs. The Secretary shall establish and use standards for the evaluations required by
this subsection. Such an evaluation shall be conducted by a person not immediately involved in
the administration of the program evaluated.

(b) In carrying out evaluations under this section, the Secretary shall obtain the opinions of
program and project participants about the strengths and weaknesses of the programs and
projects.

() The Secretary shall take the necessary action to assure that all studies, evaluations, proposals,
and data produced or developed with Federal funds under this Act shall become the property of
the United States.

(d) Such information as the Secretary may determine to be necessary for purposes of the
evaluations conducted under this section shall be made available upon request of the Secretary,
by the departments and agencies of the executive branch.

(e)(1) To assess the linkages between vocational rehabilitation services and economic and

noneconomic outcomes, the Secretary shall continue to conduct a longitudinal study of a national
sample of applicants for the services.

24



(2) The study shall address factors related to attrition and completion of the program through
which the services are provided and factors within and outside the program affecting results.
Appropriate comparisons shall be used to contrast the experiences of similar persons who do not
obtain the services.

(3) The study shall be planned to cover the period beginning on the application of individuals
with disabilities for the services, through the eligibility determination and provision of services
for the individuals, and a further period of not less than 2 years after the termination of services.

(f)(1) The Commissioner shall identify and disseminate information on exemplary practices
concerning vocational rehabilitation.

(2) To facilitate compliance with paragraph (1), the Commissioner shall conduct studies and
analyses that identify exemplary practices concerning vocational rehabilitation, including studies
in areas relating to providing informed choice in the rehabilitation process, promoting consumer
satisfaction, promoting job placement and retention, providing supported employment, providing
services to particular disability populations, financing personal assistance services, providing
assistive technology devices and assistive technology services, entering into cooperative
agreements, establishing standards and certification for community rehabilitation programs,
converting from nonintegrated to integrated employment, and providing caseload management.

(g) There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this section such sums as may be
necessary.

Information Clearinghouse

Sec. 15. (a) The Secretary shall establish a central clearinghouse for information and resource
availability for individuals with disabilities which shall provide information and data regarding--

(1) the location, provision, and availability of services and programs for individuals with
disabilities, including such information and data provided by State workforce investment boards
regarding such services and programs authorized under title I of such Act;

(2) research and recent medical and scientific developments bearing on disabilities (and their
prevention, amelioration, causes, and cures); and

(3) the current numbers of individuals with disabilities and their needs. The clearinghouse shall
also provide any other relevant information and data which the Secretary considers appropriate.

(b) The Commissioner may assist the Secretary to develop within the Department of Education a

coordinated system of information and data retrieval, which will have the capacity and
responsibility to provide information regarding the information and data referred to in subsection
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